Scottish Community & Activist Legal Project (SCALP) 

It's been a long while since we said hello on this list SCALP has had a busy winter of writing updates for our guidance, supporting many demonstrations & actions, and casework with folks facing prosecution. We've also been reflecting on our capacity and ways to get more folks involved with SCALP's work - stay tuned if you're interested in joining us, there will be announcements about this in the coming weeks.
If you were at one of our recent Know Your Rights sessions, thanks to learn about Scots law for activists. Below are a bunch of additional resources & answers to questions.
· We have uploaded the slides as a .pdf. and you can find many more resources on our website.
· SCALP's short Know Your Rights video
Some questions that were asked in the session that we didn't answer in the moment:
· Can the police do a DNA while I'm in custody?
yes the police can do a DNA test when you are in custody - this is usually done by mouth swab.
· Are people under supervision orders treated similarly to u16s in custody?
Yes, 16 & 17 year olds on a supervision order are treated the same as under 16s. Your parent or guardian must attend the police station and be with you when the police interview you. They can ask another family member or friend to attend instead, if appropriate. The police will ask a social worker or another professional to visit you instead if: your parent or guardian isn't available, the police are concerned about your wellbeing, contacting your parent or guardian will affect the investigation. You cannot be interviewed by the police without a solicitor being in the room with you. If you've been accused of a serious crime, it may be reported to the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service and the Scottish Children's Reporter Administration.
Our next online Know Your Rights session is on the 21st of February. If you could do with a refresher, please come along. if you found our session useful and know of anyone else who might be interested, please share it widely!
More sessions will be announced on our action network page & social media.
Solidarity!
SCALP

